
Honoring his father’s legacy with a gift to support what he loved during his treasured 
years at Placer High School, A. Jerald Saladana established the Al Saladana  
Scholarship Fund at Placer Community Foundation. This fund will award an annual 
scholarship to a student who has played on the varsity boys basketball team at 
Placer High School to pursue higher education.

After serving in the United States Army during World War I, Al Saladana returned to his 
home in Newcastle and completed his years at Placer High School with his brother, 
John. During the 1918-19 school year Al Saladana played center position on the varsity 
basketball team. Al and his teammates were nearly undefeated with only one loss.

After high school, Al partnered with Frank Dutra, his classmate during grammar 
school and operated the D & S Cash Grocery in downtown Newcastle. He and his 
basketball teammate, Tom Whittemore, had a fondness for the arts, and operated 
the first silent movie theatre at the Community Hall in Newcastle where they would 
show movies while Al’s wife, Margaret, played the piano.

After Al’s partnership in the grocery store ended, he became a civil servant for the 
federal government. He used his skills as a life-long manager of the family ranches 
to work for the Department of Agriculture. Today Al’s son, Mr. A. Jerald Saladana, is helping to afford local students the  
opportunity for a rich and full life through education—a gift that honors his father’s deep roots in a community he held dear. 

Last year proved to be the busiest in the 26-year history of Gold Country Wildlife 
Rescue (GCWR). In addition to moving into the former Placer County Animal Services 
facility in North Auburn, thousands of injured and orphaned animals arrived at the 
Wildlife Intake Center in need of their help.

All of this growth for the organization has been recognized by one local couple 
who has long held a love of nature and wildlife. Preferring to remain anonymous, 
they stepped up in a big way to support GCWR by establishing the Gold Country 
Wildlife Rescue Fund at Placer Community Foundation with a gift of appreciated 
stock. The fund will be managed by the Foundation with annual grants of $20,000 
supporting GCWR’s operations over time.
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Hoop Dreams
New Scholarship Fund Honors a Father’s Legacy 

Local couple makes $500,000 gift to establish  
the Gold Country Wildlife Rescue Fund at PCF

We spoke with our financial advisor, accountant and attorney and all of them suggested making  

this gift through the Placer Community Foundation. It was a good idea every step of the way.  

Our parents instilled in us that it was a good thing to donate to local causes. It’s especially 

exciting when you get reports on how your donation is making a difference…it gives you chills.

The 1918-19 Placer Union High School 
basketball team. L to R, standing: James 
Brennan, Merl Wilson, John Saladana, 
Harvey Slade. L to R, front: Tom Whittemore, 
Raymond Neves, Al Saladana.



PCF Grants Support Family Wellness 

The Charles and Gail Muskavitch Endowment Fund and the Community 
Needs Fund at PCF awarded Lighthouse Counseling and Family Resource 
Center grants to support their Family Wellness Initiative where participants develop 
leadership skills, family strengths and work toward a stronger support system.

Placer Community Foundation recently held a celebration of meaningful 
giving made in 2017. Guests were inspired by the gathering of so many 
caring people who give through the Community Foundation and heard 
heartwarming stories of impact made by grants from personalized  
charitable funds.

“Placer Community Foundation is what it is today because of all of you,” 
stated PCF Board Chairman Larry Welch. “Impact in the community 
through our grantmaking continues to expand locally and nationally. In 
2017 donor funds contributed over half a million dollars to 108 charities 
supporting causes such as: the visual and performing arts, our county’s 
at-risk youth and seniors, preservation of scenic and open landscapes, 
care for neglected animals and critical assistance to the most vulnerable 
individuals and families in our community.”

A highlight included 15-year-old Julian who demonstrated to the crowd 
a robotic spider he constructed and spoke emotionally about his partici-
pation in ReCreate’s Genius Mobile; a Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art and Math program made accessible to underserved communities 
through support from Placer Community Foundation.

Special thanks to our event sponsors: SAFE Credit Union, Pamela and Alexander Constantino, Justice Keith and Mary Sparks, 
The law firm of Aronowitz Skidmore Lyon, Carpe Vino, The law firm of Gibson & Tuttle, The law firm of Sinclair, Wilson, Baldo and 
Chamberlain, and Recology.

Celebrating the Many Ways Placer Gives

Julian Ramirez with his mother Lolita (left) 
and Donna Sangwin of ReCreate.

What Donors Supported through PCF in 2017

We’ve lived in Lincoln for over 30 years and our family 

received valuable help and support from Lighthouse 

in finding a job and needed items for our children.  

We’re very grateful for their services.

– Maria & Lupe

ReCreate sparked something in me 

I didn’t know was there. It makes 

me proud of myself and makes me 

think I can do anything in the future.

– Julian

39% Safety Net

35% Youth

10% Community Development and Leadership Activites

9% Animal Welfare and Environmental Stewardship

7% Arts & Culture



Do you want to:

• Impact the needs of at-risk youth in a meaningful and lasting way?

• Engage with local nonprofits serving the youth of Placer County?

• Connect with others who share your spirit of community giving? 

• Know that your charitable contribution is making a difference?

Become a member of the Giving Circle and stretch your gift with others 
to implement a grant program targeting local youth ages 14-21.  
Contact us today at 530-885-4920 or visit placercf.org.

Placer Community Foundation recently co-sponsored 
a Placer Town Hall that drew 250 people throughout 
the community. It featured Dowell Myers, Ph.D., who 
spoke about Children’s Doubled Importance for Our 
Successful New Future as it specifically relates to Placer 
County. Myers leads the California Demographic Futures 
research project at the University of Southern California.

Myers addressed what he said were several myths about California’s children; there 
are already too many children in the state, California is threatened by demographic 
changes, children are a burden on taxpayers, taxpayers don’t need to take care of 
other people’s kids, and California can’t afford any more children.

These are old assumptions, Myers said, based on information that is no longer 
valid. Currently in Placer County, 50 out of every hundred people are senior citizens, 
compared to 40 out of 100 across the state. At the same time, the number of 
children are declining and becoming increasingly scarcer, making them an even 
more valuable resource. This all creates an imbalance and consequently a great 
deficit in our current and future workforce.

“If California intends to maintain its economy, it must get more serious about educating 
its workforce,” Myers said. The state can’t afford school dropouts, so money spent on 
education is an investment in the future. As Myers pointed out, the girl who’s in second 
grade today needs to be a thriving, taxpaying worker twenty years from now.

“Today’s children – of all backgrounds – will grow up to be the caretakers of today’s 
50-somethings, and eventually they will have their turn as taxpayers, too. They will 
buy the homes of the seniors who are aging out of them. They need good educa-
tions and good jobs to be able to afford those homes.”

Philanthropy can play an important role in the nurturing of today’s youth. PCF 
extends great appreciation to its Giving Circle who awarded $33,000 in grants 
this past September to support our county’s most vulnerable youth and well as 
the many caring donors whose charitable funds at PCF invested an additional 
$96,000 in 2017 to support positive futures for children of all ages!

Supporting Development of Our Youth Today
Promoting a Stronger Workforce for Tomorrow

Join PCF’s 2018 Giving Circle
Support Positive Futures for Our County’s Youth

Placer Town Hall Sponsors

• First 5 Placer
• First 5 Association of California
• Placer Community Foundation
• Placer County Office of Education
• Sierra College 

Sierra College Rocklin State 
Preschoolers backstage before 
their opening performance.

Placer Town Hall panelists  
(L to R): Willy Duncan, Ed 
Bonner, Janice LeRoux, Veronica 
Blake, Gayle Garbolino-Mojica, 
and Dowell Meyers.

With one small gift you become a major giver.
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 » Contribute using the 
enclosed envelope or give 
online at PlacerGives.org.

 » Establish and customize your 
own charitable fund at PCF 
to address a cause important 
to you.

 » Make a gift through bequest 
to PCF in your estate plan to 
support your community for 
many years to come.

We are your resource for 
high-value, flexible and 
personally meaningful 
ways to give.

PLAN. GIVE. INSPIRE.

Office: 219 Maple Street, Suite 200, Auburn, CA 95603
Mailing: P.O. Box 9207, Auburn, CA 95604
Phone: 530.885.4920  •  Fax:  530.885.4989 
E-mail: info@placercf.org


