
Since a young age, Dave Fenolio has been an active musician. But beyond performing, 
Dave always loved teaching music. After receiving his Bachelor of Music from the 
University of the Pacific, he began teaching band and orchestra in Auburn public schools 
in 1963. During his nearly 40 year teaching career, Dave taught roughly 4,500 local 
students to play band and orchestra instruments. He retired in 2001.

Today, while Dave continues to perform music—from Dixieland to modern jazz—much 
of which has benefited charitable causes, Dave has made a commitment to support the 
future of his community through a gift of bequest to Placer Community Foundation. He 
also established the Joseph and Lucy Fenolio Family Fund, a Donor Advised Fund at 
Placer Community Foundation, allowing Dave the joy of giving during his lifetime.  
Both will help support music education for local youth and, in honor of his father,  
wildlife conservation efforts.

When Dave’s attorney, Guy Gibson, was preparing his will and suggested that Placer Community Foundation might be a good 
way to ensure his money went to causes he cared about, Dave learned more and became involved.

“In my first meeting with the staff at PCF, it seemed like the best way to go in terms of setting up a fund for my charitable interests 
upon my passing—and this is something that goes on in perpetuity. Whatever I leave will continue to grow and help support good 
causes long after I’m gone.”
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In Tune with Placer Gives
A career and beyond giving back to the community

Placer Community Foundation Helps Inspire Ideas and Ignite Action

I truly enjoy my involvement at PCF and how engaged I 

have become in doing what I can to help support their work.  

What time and money I am now able to give reflect my belief 

that every person’s quality of life can be affected for the 

better if we are willing to behave humanely.  We can do this 

in small ways every day in our interactions, and we can do it 

in bigger ways by supporting our Community Foundation.

– Ellen MacInnes, PCF board member &  

Legacy Society member

Inspired Giving for Greatest Impact Starts Here



Partnering to Grow Giving
Elise Baker, Estate Planning Attorney, Placer Law Group

An estate planning attorney in Rocklin, Elise Baker first became involved with Placer Community 
Foundation as a member of the Giving Circle, where she appreciates the good work that is done 
providing grants for at-risk youth in the community each year. And for her, philanthropy is a standard part 
of every conversation with clients. 

“I’ve had opportunities with several of my clients—when they say certain causes are important but 
they really don’t know what to do—I tell them about this great community resource, Placer Community 
Foundation, and how it works.”

Another thing that Elise loves about estate planning is that she hears a lot of stories—things that people are really passionate 
about—and she often learns about new charitable causes. For her, the Foundation is particularly important and works out very 
well when a client has a cause in mind, but not necessarily an organization in mind—it’s this kind of flexibility that PCF can afford 
someone in carrying out their wishes.

“The strengths for using PCF are the ability to have the money be used in the way the client wants it to be used, as well as the 
willingness of the Foundation staff to answer their questions and work with them to truly understand and embrace the client’s  
charitable intent.”

Community Leadership: Placer Housing Matters
Updates on the workforce housing crisis in Placer County

They are schoolteachers, carpenters and bank tellers. They are our 
grandparents and grandchildren. They are us. And many of them can’t 
afford to live here, where they work every day, where they grew up. In 
many ways our opportunities are strongly influenced by where we live, 
making affordable housing options in healthy communities critical.  
Some things taking place since PCF began shining a light on the need  
for prioritizing attainable housing in our community include the following.

Our Voices are Growing
Our volunteers and staff regularly meet with elected officials, county staff, the building industry, developers, housing advocates 
and others to help identify solutions to the county’s growing housing crisis. A large number of concerned citizens are also 
attending various city and county meetings, advocating for improved affordable housing policies.

A Plan is in Place
A new plan to address the growing lack of affordable and workforce housing in Placer County was approved by the county’s 
Board of Supervisors. The one-year work plan includes actions to increase the supply of affordable housing and to reduce the 
regulatory barriers to housing construction. The county is also to complete an inventory of all recent or planned housing develop-
ments and where each stands on meeting its affordable or workforce housing obligations.

A New Project in the Works
A new affordable housing development with up to 80 units is under consideration for the Placer County Government Center (DeWitt) 
campus in North Auburn. The county issued a request for proposal to partner with an affordable housing developer after the Board 
of Supervisors unanimously approved a multi-family residential project’s inclusion in the campus’s master plan.

Lincoln is Talking
The Lincoln City Council is discussing the formation of an affordable housing ad hoc committee to evaluate challenges to affordable 
housing and to identify reasonable opportunities for advancing more affordable housing options within the city. A number of Lincoln 
residents have asked the City Council to explore policies and programs the city could adopt to address this vital issue.

VISIT PLACERHOUSINGMATTERS.ORG



Grants in Action

Blue Line Arts

Amount: $7,000
Purpose: Assist the Susan Cooley-Gilliom Artist in Residence and 
Teaching (ART) Program Endowment Fund at PCF by hosting and 
promoting nationally recognized and award winning glass sculptor 
Karen Willenbrink-Johnsen to the Placer County arts community
Why it matters: The Susan Cooley-Gilliom ART Program helps 
to enhance the visual arts in Placer County by bringing highly 
reputable, renowned artists here for workshops, lectures, and 
open studio time. Karen Willenbrink-Johnsen’s engaging talks and 
hands-on glass blowing workshops sparked inspiration among 
many local residents and artists.

Stand Up Placer

Amount: $20,000
Purpose: Update and improve their security systems for their 
service offices and safe house
Why it matters: Stand Up Placer works with and empowers 
survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, and human 
trafficking. These improvements will enhance the safety and 
security of individuals seeking shelter as well as for Stand Up  
staff and visitors.

Acres of Hope

Amount: $5,000
Purpose: Support of their program providing training and 
resources for homeless mothers and their children
Why it matters: Acres of Hope allows residents to live onsite for 
up to two years while staff and volunteers invest heavily in their 
lives by providing encouragement, practical life-skills training, 
job skills, mentoring and spiritual direction. They provide a safe 
family environment and a healthy living program for women with 
children that sets the foundation of change and breaks the cycle 
of homelessness.

Placer Land Trust

Amount: $5,000
Purpose: Improvements to Taylor Ranch Preserve and the 
purchase of first aid training and equipment for their dedicated 
volunteers
Why it matters: Placer Land Trust works with landowners and 
conservation partners to permanently protect natural and  
agricultural lands in Placer County. Taylor Ranch is among the  
over 8,100 acres of land protected by Placer Land Trust,  
offering rich opportunities for their docent volunteers to expose 
our community to these wild, pristine landscapes. 
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 » Contribute using the 
enclosed envelope or give 
online at PlacerGives.org.

 » Establish and customize your 
own charitable fund at PCF 
to address a cause important 
to you.

 » Make a gift through bequest 
to PCF in your estate plan to 
support your community for 
many years to come.

PCF is your resource for 
high-value, flexible and 
personally meaningful 
ways to give.

Charitable Giving Simplified
Giving back through Placer Community Foundation is easy and effective

| 530.885.4920

PLAN. GIVE. INSPIRE.


