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Supporting Development of  Our Youth Today

Promoting a Stronger Workforce for Tomorrow
Placer Community Foundation donors have invested over $1 million in youth and young adults –  
all with the understanding that by building positive relationships, communication, connectedness 
and opportunities to succeed, prosperous futures are fostered. The relevance of this investment 
was made clear in a recent forum about our state and county’s shrinking population of children 
and the stark implications this poses for our economy and namely, our growing senior population.

Placer Community Foundation – in partnership with First 5 Placer, Placer County Health and Human 
Services, Placer County Office of Education and Sierra College – recently hosted a Townhall that drew over 
300 attendees. It featured Dowell Myers, Ph.D., who spoke about Children’s Doubled Importance for Our Successful New Future as it 
specifically relates to Placer County. Myers leads the California Demographic Futures research project at the University of Southern California.

Myers addressed what he said were several myths about California’s children – there are already too many children in the state; 
California is threatened by demographic changes; children are a burden on taxpayers; taxpayers don’t need to take care of other 
people’s kids; and California can’t afford any more children.

These are old assumptions, Myers said, based on information that is no longer valid. Currently in Placer County, 50 out of every hundred people are 
senior citizens, compared to 40 out of 100 across the state. At the same time, the number of children are declining and they’re becoming more 
scarce, making them an even more valuable resource – creating an imbalance and consequently a great deficit in our current and future workforce.

“If California intends to maintain its economy, it must get more serious about educating its workforce,” Myers said. The state can’t 
afford school dropouts, so money spent on education is an investment in the future. As Myers pointed out, the girl who’s in second 
grade today needs to be a thriving, taxpaying worker twenty years from now.

“Today’s children – of all backgrounds – will grow up to be the caretakers of today’s 50-somethings, and eventually they will have their turn as 
taxpayers, too. They will buy the homes of the seniors who are aging out of them. They need good educations and good jobs to be able to 
afford those homes.”

Philanthropy can play an important role in the nurturing of today’s youth. PCF extends 
great appreciation to its Giving Circle who awarded more than $31,000 in grants this past 
September to support our county’s struggling and at-risk youth.

Additionally, PCF welcomed the Walter and Irmgard Schichtel Fund. This fund, estab-
lished upon the passing of Irmgard “Else” Schichtel, supports disadvantaged youth. A grant 
from the fund provided Julian, a 7th grader who comes from a low income background, with 
access to ReCreate’s MakerMobile,  an innovative instructional model for sparking student 
interest in Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math (STEAM).

After participating in ReCreate’s after school program, Julian’s mother Lolita says she saw a 
total change in her son, and his teachers noted the shift as well. She states, “We learned that 
Julian has a gift for this type of learning, and he has become much more engaged in school.”



Placer GIVES
Continuing a Family Legacy

Vicki and Alan Takagishi descend from two families with deep roots in the community. They 
have lived in the house Alan built for them on the Takagishi Family’s property in Loomis 
throughout their 38 years of marriage. While modest about their philanthropy, their care for 
community now and for many years to come will be remembered.

Vicki and Alan take great pride in their town and have chosen to leave a gift in their estate plan 
to Placer Community Foundation to support the community where they have lived all of their 
lives. This gift will someday establish the Alan L. and Vicki E. Takagishi Endowment Fund 
at PCF. This permanent fund will support their place of home for generations.

Vicki was born in Texas but grew up in Roseville. Her parents, Paul and Madelyn Farris, made 
the move when she was 4 after her father found work for Southern Pacific Railroad. She is the younger (by 20 years) of two 
girls. Vicki’s very first job was with the Roseville Telephone Company, which she successfully turned into a 35-year career. Now 
retired, she volunteers at her church in Loomis and helps to serve those experiencing homelessness through her church.

Alan is a third generation Takagishi. Like Vicki, he had a full and successful 35-year career with Pacific Gas & Electric. On 
occasion, as a child, Alan worked for his brother at the fruit shed in Loomis (now the Blue Goose). His older brother worked on 
the second floor making crates for the fruit packers, where he received 3 cents per box. He employed Alan to help him make the 
boxes, paying him 1 cent per box. Alan attended Loomis Grammar school and was in the first freshman class at the new Del Oro 
High School.  He went on to attend Sierra College and was drafted into the Marine Corp in 1966 where he served a tour of duty 
in Vietnam.

Alan’s grandparents came from Japan to Loomis and started farming when they were around 18 years old. His parents, David 
and Michiko, later took over the business. David grew pears up until the “pear decline” in the 1960s. Alan recalls his father went 
from producing as much as 97 tons of pear in one year to zero the following year.

“He’d assemble boxes of produce and would hand it out for free to the 
people he commuted with by bus to Sacramento,” states Alan. “When my 
father retired from the state, these same people came to his retirement 
party to celebrate him knowing they would no longer get home-grown 
produce.”

Through the years, his father would build bicycles out of scraps from the 
dump and give them to kids in the neighborhood. He would also construct 
elaborate origami mini-umbrellas out of cigarette packaging (he didn’t 
smoke) and hand them out to friends and family. One umbrella would take 
him many hours to complete. 

For Vicki and Alan, giving back comes naturally – like Alan’s father offering fruit 
and vegetables on the bus. They give because it feels good and does good. 
The Alan L. and Vicki E. Takagishi Endowment Fund will continue this legacy.

Their giving is unassuming but meaningful. Like Alan’s father offering fruit 
and vegetables on the bus—they give because it feels good and does good.  
The Alan L. and Vicki E. Takagishi Endowment Fund will continue this legacy.

Vicki and Alan Takagishi



Downtown districts in Placer County are unique and wonderful places that should be 
celebrated. They stimulate tourism, create employment, increase property and sales tax 
revenue and enhance our quality of life and the sense of neighborhood and community pride.

I currently serve as the Vice-Chair of Placer County’s Economic Development Board. As 
part of the Board’s Strategic Framework for the next two years, we prioritized looking 
into opportunities to support and promote downtown development, programming and 
business development in each of Placer County’s downtown districts. We met with the 
Washington DC Main Street program managers on the Cap to Cap trip earlier this year 
and subsequently formed a task force to further evaluate the Main Street Opportunity.

Last month we chartered a bus to Livermore to study a more established Main Street 
program. Over 30 representatives from across the county participated in the study 
mission that included a conversation with Laura Cole Rowe, Executive Director of California Main Street Alliance followed by a 
tour where we learned about Livermore’s approach to revitalization and how they funded it.

As a follow up, we partnered with Placer County Economic Development Board, the City of Roseville, the National Main Street Center and 
US Bank on a workshop that focused on tips, tools and resources to help create ecosystems of entrepreneurship in our downtown districts. 
Over 70 business owners and economic development leaders from throughout the Sacramento region participated in this town hall.

The Main Street Approach has been around for over 30 years and harnesses the social, economic, physical, and cultural assets that make 
each downtown district unique. I am drawn to it because it leverages existing assets like historic buildings and local independent businesses. 
It was remarkable to see how the approach worked in other communities and to expose our local participants to the possibilities.

If you are interested in future offerings to learn more about promising practices to promote our downtown districts, please join 
our mailing list by contacting us at info@placercf.org.

The Right People on the Bus: Revitalizing Downtown Districts

Veronica Blake, CEO of Placer Community Foundation

Partnering to Grow Giving:  PCF’s Financial Advisor Program
Judith Davidson, Merrill Lynch Wealth Management Advisor, Vice President

For Judith Davidson, partnering with Placer Community Foundation when philanthropy enters the conver-
sation with her clients furthers a relationship built upon compassionate financial guidance. 

Judith joined Merrill Lynch in 2000 following a successful career in intercollegiate sports where as 
Director of Athletics, she managed multimillion dollar enterprises at California State University, Sacra-
mento and Central Connecticut State University. She has also served on the Board of Directors for the 
Tierra Del Oro Girl Scouts and the California Musical Theater Foundation.

Caring for her twice widowed mother and managing her assets during the last 2 years of her life changed the focus 
of her philosophy to working with suddenly single women. “I often wondered what other women do if they’re suddenly single and lack the 
knowledge, experience or confidence to manage their own finances for the rest of their lives, especially if they do not have anyone they can 
trust. While always considering myself empathetic, I developed new insights and expansive levels of compassion as I became a parent to my 
mother. Living through this experience defined a new focus for my practice.”

Judith’s team, The Small and Davidson Group, provides single and suddenly single women with an emotionally safe place to 
plan their financial future. They appreciate the stress, anxiety and fear caused by suddenly facing life alone and aim to provide 
compassionate financial guidance during difficult times.

As a college coach, Judith always encouraged her athletes to “give back” and she applies that same philosophy in working with 
clients. Judith recently referred one of her clients to Placer Community Foundation – under its Financial Advisor Program.

“PCF’s Financial Advisor Program compliments the relationships I have with my clients because they can continue to work with me 
on the investment of their charitable assets. In turn, my clients rely on the expertise of PCF’s staff to assist with giving that makes a 
real difference in their community.”

Judith Davidson
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As we approach year-end, Placer 
Community Foundation invites you to learn 
of the many ways Placer Gives.  
Visit PLACERGIVES.ORG to read stories of 
impact made by generous people who give 
through PCF. You can also view options 
for charitable giving that connect to your 
personal values and goals, while also 
offering tax advantages.

Establish your own named charitable fund 
– Establishing a personalized fund is an easy 
and effective way to make an impact on a 
cause that’s deeply important to you. We work 
for you to achieve your charitable goals with 
grants made to causes locally and globally.

Make the gift of a lifetime – Qualified 
Charitable IRA transfers to Placer 
Community Foundation are tax-free, so your retirement funds can go farther than ever before.

Leave a lasting legacy – When giving through your will or trust, we can help you create your personal legacy of giving and 
ensure your charitable intentions continue beyond your lifetime.

Learn More :  PlacerGives.org |  530.885.4920 |  info@placercf.org


