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What Donors Are Saying About Placer Community Foundation

Join our Legacy Society

The results from our Donor Survey are in and its unanimous! 
Our fundholders and legacy donors value the services, the 
responsiveness and the impact of giving through Placer 
Community Foundation.

The Community Foundation’s knowledge of, and experience 
working with, local nonprofits was one area of high satis-
faction for donors. We gained many valuable insights and are 
using the results to help shape our planning around donor 
services, engagement, as well as our leadership and impact 
in the community.

We are humbled by the high marks we received and feel honored to be a trusted resource for your philanthropy.

To learn more about what donors are saying, you can read the Summary of our Donor Survey on our new website at www.placercf.org.

Remember Placer Community Foundation in your will or trust and become a member 
of our honored Legacy Society.

Your planned gift or bequest puts you in good company with community-minded 
people today. Tomorrow, your gift will do good works in our communities for genera-
tions to come.

Contact us at (530) 885-4920 to learn more.

We have been very, very satisfied with all  
aspects of PCF and the impactful work the 
staff is doing to improve our community.

“Working with Placer Community Foundation allows us to keep 
our charitable dollars where we want them to be. There are many 
benefits—we get the tax benefits, the Community Foundation 
preserves our charitable intentions and will make gifts in our 
name for years to come.”

 –Kathie and George Remaley



Nancy and Kenneth Kahn Family Fund, a Donor Advised Fund
Connecting a passion for giving back to community needs.

Modest and unassuming as they are, one 
might be hard pressed to learn about the 
public service and giving back that has 
been an integral part of Nancy and Ken 
Kahn’s life.

Ken worked in several different capacities 
for the Santa Clara County Sherriff’s 
Department for 30 years. Nancy spent 
15 years working for the City of San Jose, 
including for the mayor’s office and for 
a City Council member where she says, 
“When working for local municipalities 
we were, of course, always involved in 
something for the community and staff 
always pitched in. It was a good way to 
give back.”

Not ones to rest on their laurels, after 
retirement the Kahns each continued to 
volunteer in Placer County and even abroad for Habitat for Humanity. It was through their volunteerism with local nonprofits they 
learned of Placer Community Foundation.

The Kahns quickly grasped the scope of PCF’s ongoing support of the nonprofit sector and saw PCF as a good solution for local 
community needs. They opened the Nancy and Kenneth Kahn Family Fund, a Donor Advised Fund, and became members of 
PCF’s Legacy Society through a gift named in their estate plan.

“We love it,” says Ken. “In helping out the community where we can, we’re learning and doing things through the Community 
Foundation that we wouldn’t otherwise know about.”

“We are blessed to be in a position where we can share and pay it forward,” stated Nancy. “The Foundation knows the 
community and is at the heart of it. They know where the needs are more than we would ever know on our own.”

Recently PCF staff introduced them to the Code for Hood Hackathon at Sierra College’s Hacker Lab. The program helps educate 
and enrich the lives of minority, low income and at-risk youth to help foster STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) 
initiatives. Inspired, the Kahn’s made a grant to support the program, which they will share with their 16-year-old grandson, 
Adam, who has started a robotics club at his school and teaches robotics to younger children at his local parks department.

As Nancy says, “With our Donor Advised Fund at the Community Foundation we like having control over our philanthropy and 
steering the funds toward things we’re interested in. We feel like we’re a part of it.”

“We give to other charities,” says Ken, “But we think that giving through Placer Community Foundation is the nucleus of being 
able to help locally and where the needs arise. That is our motivating factor for having a fund at the Foundation.”

 And we are better for having such wonderful philanthropic people as Ken and Nancy in our community.

The Foundation knows the community and is at the heart of  it.  
They know where the needs are more than we would ever know on our own.



The Giving Circle at Placer Community Foundation 
is a form of shared giving established by individuals 
seeking to have greater involvement in their chari-
table giving. Our Giving Circle is comprised of a 
network of caring people who are passionate about 
helping youth create a strong future.

Do you want to:

•	Address the needs of at-risk youth in a 
meaningful and lasting way?

•	Engage with local nonprofits serving the youth 
of Placer County?

•	Know that your charitable contribution is 
making a difference?

Placer Community Foundation’s Giving Circle 
provides our most susceptible youth with oppor-
tunities through the Youth Development Program. 
Committed and caring adults fund programs where 
youth can learn and have personal input while 
developing critical life and leadership skills, forming 
lasting relationships and creating a stronger sense 
of belonging and personal empowerment.

Become a member of the Giving Circle and work 
with your peers to implement a grant program 
targeted to support local youth ages 14-21. With 
three levels of giving, there is something for 
everyone! Secure your seat on the Giving Circle 
with a minimum contribution of $200. Membership 
levels:

•	Emerging Philanthropist – $200 gift to PCF

•	Member – $500 gift to PCF

•	Legacy Member – $5,000 gift to PCF

You can join the Giving Circle on our website at 
www.placercf.org or contact Eileen Speaker at 
530.885.4920 to learn more.



Nonprofit Leadership Summit Teaches  
Purposeful Governance and Powerful Fundraising

This March 270 nonprofit employees, board members and volunteers participated 
in Placer Community Foundation’s Nonprofit Leadership Summit. Becky Lunders 
of teamWorks facilitated the training with a focus on building a solid foundation of 
volunteer leadership, plus we had a wonderful presentation by Child Advocates of 
Placer County-CASA.

“Continued training is an essential element to the health of any organization,” said 
Placer Community Foundation CEO Veronica Blake, “The goal of this Summit is to 
teach practical skills to the leaders of our nonprofit sector so it will continue to 
thrive.”

With this opportunity to gather and acknowledge local nonprofit organizations for 
the vital services and programs they provide in our region, Placer Community 
Foundation is honored to be working alongside these many organizations who carry 
with them a vision for growth and a commitment to improving the lives of Placer 
County residents.

Placer Community Foundation offers the all-day Leadership Summit free of charge 
to nonprofits operating within Placer County through gifts made to the Foundation’s 
Community Leadership Fund and through the generosity of our local sponsors.

As a result of the training we received at the Leadership Summit, 
we plan to reevaluate where our volunteers are serving and if not 
in the right position, realign them to where they can feel fulfilled 
and can do their best work.

I found it all helpful. It was a wonderful refresher to get me back on 
track and motivated in certain areas such as volunteer relationships. 
Thank you for the wonderful lunch, the material and the information 
presented. I have not been treated so well at summits that I have paid 
for, let alone this being provided at no cost. What a wonderful service 
and support you provide for the nonprofits. Thank you!

Yelena Tsuman, Rocklin Store 
Manager for Wells Fargo said,  
“We are very proud to be 
a sponsor of the Nonprofit 
Leadership Summit. Wells Fargo 
gives our support to Placer 
Community Foundation’s training 
of the many hard-working nonprofit 
organizations that so admirably 
serve our region as part of their 
Nonprofit Initiative.” 



Thank you to our generous  
2016 Nonprofit Leadership Summit Sponsors:

Gold Sponsors

Azevedo Family Fund

Bank of America

ClipperCreek Inc.

First Northern Bank

Five Star Bank

Placer County Employees Fund

PRIDE Industries

Propp Christensen Caniglia LLP

Spectrum Wealth Management, Inc.

Tri Counties Bank

Western Health Advantage

Sponsors

Leo W. Ryan and Geraldine Suskin Community Fund

Placer County Water Agency

Platinum Sponsors

Diamond Sponsors

The Charles and Gail  
Muskavitch Endowment

The Arp Family Foundation

Robert Kemp 
Community Fund

Nonprofit Initiative Sponsors

Anonymous



Some people are lucky to have clarity 
on their career path early in life. For 
Tom Chandler the defining moment 
that led him to become a financial 
advisor 23 years ago was when his 
grandmother fell on tough financial 
times and came to live with him and 
his parents.

“I remember one morning, my grand-
mother asked my mother for money 
so she could play bridge with her 
friends,” recalls Tom. I remember her 
face and how hard it was for her to 

leave her home and rely on us financially. It was a poignant moment in my life that 
got me thinking. I didn’t want to see people struggle through that.”

Now a successful advisor at The Chandler Group in Roseville, Tom is an active 
volunteer with Blue Heart International and with Children’s Miracle Network at UC 
Davis Children’s Hospital. He understands the intrinsic benefits of giving back and 
regularly discusses charitable giving with his clients. It was through these talks he 
learned of Placer Community Foundation’s Financial Advisor Program.

“PCF’s program allows me to retain management of assets set aside in the chari-
table fund,” added Tom, “whereas typically when a client creates a charitable fund, 
those funds leave the purview and control of their advisor. People often have a 
long standing relationship with their financial advisor and have built up a trust with 
them and how their money is managed.” “By keeping the assets under the advisor’s 
management,” he continues, “my clients can maintain my services and rely on the 

Foundation to assist with high-impact grants in the community.”

Under the Financial Advisor Program, Tom recently assisted one of his clients 
in establishing a Donor Advised Fund at Placer Community Foundation. “Placer 
Community Foundation has been excellent to work with. They do a lot of work 
researching, vetting and supporting nonprofits, so I know they will be a great 
resource for my client.”

The Chandler Group is a financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, 
Inc. located in Roseville.

Advisor Spotlight:  
Tom Chandler CFP, CIMA, CPWA

Tom Chandler

I am in a position to explain and offer options so my clients can make 
informed financial decisions but I’m smart enough to know that I need 
a high-quality professional network outside of what I do as a financial 
planner,” says Tom. “That’s where having a team that is well versed 
in philanthropy and planned giving, such as the Placer Community 
Foundation makes sense. This makes a better experience and a 
better solution for the client.



We are ramping up for our community’s 3rd annual BIG Day of 
Giving – an on-line giving event benefiting nonprofit organiza-
tions that make the Sacramento region a healthier and more 
vibrant place to live! We are partnering with our neighboring 
community foundations to make this year’s event even bigger 
than last year. 

Who is participating? Learn more about the organiza-
tions who are participating on the region’s on-line nonprofit 
database – GivingEdge. (givingedge.guidestar.org)

How can you give? On May 3rd, starting at 12:00am 
midnight, visit www.bigdayofgiving.org and make a gift 
as little as $25 to any of the 500+ participating nonprofit 
organizations in the 4-county region. You will have 24 hours 
to make your donation. This giving event ends at 11:59pm on 
May 3rd.  

Why is your donation important? Donations made at 
bigdayofgiving.org are unrestricted, raising flexible funding 
for hundreds of nonprofits. Plus each organization is eligible 
for a boost from the incentive pool and can earn more by 
competing for prize challenges.

Spread the word!
Tell your friends, post on Facebook, and tweet about it. This 
is an opportunity to be part of something really big. Help us 
get more people involved in giving locally to the nonprofit of 
their choice. Use #bigdog2016 in all of your posts to join the 
conversation. 

Let the Countdown Begin!

May 3, 2016 
BIG DAY OF GIVING

24 Hours to Give!
Kicking off at 12:00am Midnight

www.bigdayofgiving.org

Join in the fun and excitement of the following 
events in Placer County:

BIGDog Kick-Off Party

Center Court, Westfield Galleria at Roseville 

10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Meet local nonprofits, enjoy entertainment, 
balloons, Wells Fargo giving station and win prizes!

BIGDog Evening Celebration

Auburn Placer Performing Arts Center 
985 Lincoln Way, Auburn 

4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Our celebration will include local nonprofits, food 
& drink, entertainment, a giving station, prizes, a 
photo booth and more!



Check out our NEW website!
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•	Newly designed home page that 
is easy to navigate and read on 
mobile devices.

•	New content for donors—providing 
tools and information to make 
giving back easy, impactful and 
personally meaningful.

•	Tools and resources for profes-
sional advisors to assist clients 
in giving during their lifetime and 
through their estate plan.

•	News about PCF’s community 
advocacy, grantmaking and 
support of nonprofits.

•	Stories about our many caring 
donors and much, much more!

Sign up for updates at
placercf.org

Learn more  
about PCF and

STAY 
CONNECTED!

www.placercf.org


